YT ~ SN r
SR N
v

‘Organizat cr
Amposed™

0CT 2 6 190c

Approved For Release 2000/08/27
STATINTL

*e

BRR - S

Washington.
The drama of the final hours leading up to
President Kennedy's address to the nation on
Monday evenlng was of au order such as comes

‘only rarely when a nation and its people and its

leaders are put through a supreme ordeal

For six days the decision to be taken had been
debated in tire closest secrecy among the Iresi-
dent's most trusted advisers, At times there were
nine or 10 men around the table, sometimes 11
or 12. The President’s brother, Attorney General
Kennedy, present at almost every se s8ion, was one
of the most vigorous debaters.’

During s intense discussion, as one of the
participanie put i, everybody at one time or
another disggreed with evelyune else. Shou't the
case for a tlcckade be taken to the UN and the
of American States hefore [t was
"Mwe were those wiho felt strongly
that this H.‘ the proper procedure.

Oresp v carried the day, arsgued n the
larguagze ‘! stess that the UN move was alveady
blecked fad 10 could end only in futility and a
waste ¢f precious time.

But, | tensivae and even heated though the
debae *tos, reperts of a sharp bregk between
hard-Jiis and soft-line advocates is baseless, ac-
cordisgr to the participants. Such reports have
beee eiculated, alligning the President’s adviser

SV

tor favisity affairs, MeGeorge IDundy, aganst
Servetiry of State Rusk. Both men deny it
* * %

deciston for an immediate naval block-
40 vis o last approved by the President the
€rio11 1noved into another phase —ratificatiin.
2 Mt taw afternoon first the National Secuvity
(.onncdl - on the Cabinet ant firadiy at 5 pan.
“he Coszeessional leaders flled inoand out of the
Cabia e coom.

Ayt

. Frox e corner of covniry, most of
e a1 sangdt and tuimble of the hustings
TP N W a poitncal cambaign they had
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been summoned to Washingtor. So well had the
secret been kept that withioyt exception they had
no knowledge of the decision the President had
taken, with all its incalculable consequences and
which two hours later he was fo aunounce to
the world.

For one of the 16 men so hastily brought to
Washington this confrontation had a special ele-
ment of drama. Sen. Fulbright of Arkansas, chair-
man of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
had been about to dedicare a flsh farm experiment
station at Suuttgart, Ark., one of the pleasant
chores of a political campaian

£ 5 b
Cuba had been injrocted Into Fulbright's cam:
paizn for re-iection b, o7 Republica o rent,
Dy Kenneth Jones, a= ‘-'Uw);mdm surieon, Jones.

backed in his campa. - v the generosus wealth
ol Winthrop Tiocket Tretres that W
Fulbhright's acv e sl o st Loe
Bay of Pigs operation and that hh oturn ded

to the fiasco of April, 1961,

But, as both the President and the Senator
sitting across from him understood, Fulbright
had warned well iz advance of the almost-certain
failure of the Bayv of Pigs operation since it
would not raily the support of the Cuban people.
That warning, in the form of a memorandum
summling up the Cuban situatiun, was handed 10
the President at least 10 days before the decision
was reached to give the invasion Iimited support.
While it had Impressed the President aad he had
invited Fulbright to the final conference, the
weight of the Central Intellizence Agency and
the military on the other side was ovcerwhelminyg.

The Fulbright memorandum miciit have re-
sulted in calling off the attempt or it mizht have
persuaded the Presldent to give all-out American
support to an invaston which could never under
the circumstances have produced an internal up-
rising. In either event. the courze of the Cubae
trazedy would have been differ...:
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